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others who were already large subscribers have doubled
their subscriptions. Such is the value of a liberal policy
in trusting the public.

THE MILITARY STAFF IN THE NORTH.

Thepostof principal medical officer in the northern counties,
vacant by the removal to Edinburgh of Deputy Surgeon-
General Marshall Webb, has been given by the Duke of
Cambridge to Deputy Surgeon- General Johnstone Ferguson.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Jan. 31st.

DUBLIN.

(From our own Correspondent.)

CHAIR OF SURGERY IN QUEEN’S COLLEGE, GALWAY.
IT is understood that Dr. Wm. Westropp Brereton has been

selected as the successor to the late Dr. Valentine Browne,
Professor of Surgery in this institution. Dr. Brereton was
medical officer of Oughterard Workhouse and Dispensary,
county Galway. The usual procedure in an appointment
of this kind is that the President nominates a candidate
and the Chief Secretary elects him to the vacant chair.
Dr. Brereton has had a good deal of experience, and
although not a graduate of the Galway College, there is
little doubt that he will fulfil the duties of the appoint-
ment in a thoroughly satisfactory manner.

DUNGANNON CORONERSHIP.

An active canvass has been carried on by several can-
didates for the post of coroner for the baronies of Upper,
Middle, and Lower Dungannon, in the county Tyrone,
vacant by the death of Mr. Hamilton of Cookstown. A

meeting was held in Dungannon last week for the purpose
of selecting a Unionist candidate from the four who had
issued addresses. Mr. Thomas J. Browne of Dungannon was
selected by a large majority, and if the friAnds of the other
Unionist candidates work for him he will be elected, but
otherwise he will be defeated, as the Nationalist voters will
support a single candidate.

PRESENTATION TO E. STAMBB 0’GRADY, F.R.C.S.I.
A preliminary meeting was held last week at the residence

of Dr. Donnelly to appoint a committee to arrange the form
which the proposed presentation to Mr. O’Grady should
take. Dr. Donnelly, who presided, said their object in

meeting was to consider how they might best organise a
presentation to Mr. O’Grady, not only on account of the
recent inquiry at Mercer’s Hospital, but to carry out a desire
long since expressed by past students of that hospital to
present him with some suitable testimonial of his twenty-
two years’ service in that institution, and in recognition
of his services to it and to them. It was to be purely
and simply a tribute to Mr. O’Grady’s service to the poor
attendmg at Mercer’s, for whose welfare he had done so
much. He wished it to be understood that this movement
was in no way connected with the testimonial which was
to be presented to Mr. O’Grady by his professional brethren
in Dublin. Drs. King, Irwin, and S. H. Webb were elected
honorary secretaries, Dr. Donnelly treasurer, and Drs. Keys,
3icGrath, and Barry members of a committee, with power
to add to their number. Subscriptions to the amount of
some ae50 having been promised, the meeting adjourned.

THE MARGARINE ACT.

The first prosecutions in this country under the Margarine
Act, 1887, were last week instituted at the Dublin Police-
court by the Inspector of Food. Sir Charles Cameron, city
analyst, gave evidence that the samples of "butter" con-
sisted nearly all of fats foreign to butter, and in three cases
heard by the magistrate a line of .E10 in each was imposed.
There are nearly twenty summonses still pending against
traders for infringement of the Act.

Dr. P. J. Daly has been unanimously elected by the Cork
Dispensing Committee medical officer in the vacancy
created by the resignation of Dr. Riordan.
Dublin, Jan 31st.

AT the annual meeting of the supporters of the
Blackheath and Charlton Cottage Hospital on the 28th ult,,
it wa announced that the Earl of St. Germans had given a
Bite for the erection of a new hospital.

BELFAST.

(From our own Correspondent.)

BELFAST MEDICAL STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION.&mdash;ANNUAL
CONVERSAZIONE.

THE second annual conversazione in connexion with the-
Medical Students’ Association was held in Queen’s College
on Thursday evening, Jan. 27th, and was a great success
The College was very beautifully decorated, and the attend-
ance, which included a great number of the medical and
other professions, was very large. Tea was served at 7.30 in
the great hall of the College, those presiding being the lady
relatives or friends of the medical professors and members
of the medical staffs. After tea Professor Letts gave an
interesting lecture, illustrated by experiments &c., in the
chemistry lecture room, succeeded by tableaux vivants in the
examination hall. Several musical pieces were given during
the evening by well-known amateurs, and an amateur
orchestra performed. Professor Fitzgerald delivered a very
amusing lecture on the "First, Second, Third, and Fourth
Bridges." The conversazione, which concluded after eleven
o’clock, was one of the most successful which has ever been
held in Belfast, and reflected great credit on the committee of
medical students who arranged the entertainment.

THE SAMARITAN HOSPITAL.

The annual meeting of the friends of this charity was held!
on Jan. 26th. I gather from the medical and surgical
report, presented by Dr. M’Mordie, that during the year
there were 950 extern and 113 intern patients. There were
ten cases of abdominal section, with one death, and in this
case it was necessary not only to remove a large tumour, but
also the womb itself. Of the ten cases, four were private
cases, two were free, and four paid the ten shillings weekly
to the funds of the hospital. There have been during the
year many cases of illness, which have entailed on

poor persons years of misery, cured by a surgical
operation and a few weeks’ nursing. In cases of cancer not
suitable for surgical interference a trial has been given to
the treatment recommended by Mr. Clay of Birmingham,
with an encouraging result certainly in one case. From the
report of the honorary secretary I find there were twenty-
one additional subscribers to the hospital, and that the
income from that source was ael1 in excess of last year.

ULSTER EYE, EAR, AND THROAT HOSPITAL.
From the reports read at the seventeenth annual meeting of

the supporters of this hospital, held on Jan. 27th, it appears-
that during the past year 1924 were attended at the hos-
pital, of whom 223 were intern patients. At the beginning
of the financial year there was a debt of .E18, now increased
to .E35, chiefly in consequence of heavy outlay caused by
deficient water supply and repairs of water-pipes. The
income of the hospital from subscriptions was 77 14s. 6d.; ;.
from endowments, X85 17s. 8d. ; from patients, the friends
of patients, and Poor-law boards, X438 6s. 3d. ; making
a total of X601 18s. 5d. Of the 223 intern patients,
131 were paid for by themselves, or friends, or by
Poor-law boards, at the ordinary hospital rate of
10s. weekly; 50 were free ; and 42 were private
patients. Miss Benn has given X300 towards the extension
of the hospital. The committee have ground available fo?
this extension, and when X700 is subscribed in addition to
this S300 they could enter on the undertaking. The hos-

pital has recently been recognised by the Royal University
as a teaching institution for students, who now attend
regularly. The special feature in the operative work for the
year, referred to by Dr. McKeown, has been the frequency
and success with which operations have been performed for
unripe cataract by the method which was first introduced’
into this hospital in 1884.

MEDICAL TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.

At the annual meeting of the North of Ireland Branch of
th9 British Medical Temperance Association, held in Belfast
on Jan. 26th, Brigade-Surgeon McFarland was re-elected
president, and Dr. Mackenzie secretary and treasurer, for tha-
ensuing year.

CASE OF ENTERECTOMY AT THE ROYAL HOSPITAL.
On Thursday forenoon, Jan. 26th, Professor Sinclair

removed three inches of the jejunum from a man aged sixty I>>
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who had suffered for eighteen months from artificial anus,
the result of a strangulated hernia. Lembert’s method of
suture was used, and I am glad to be able to report that
the patient is making satisfactory progress. Dr. Sinclair
-showed the resected portion of intestine at the meeting of
the North of Ireland Branch of the British Medical Associa-
tion, held in Belfast on Jan. :6tb, the day of the operation.

Belfast, Jan. 31st. 
_________________

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

DYSPEPSIA AND CANCER OF THE STOMACH.

DR. DUJARDIN-BEAUMETZ, a distinguished therapeutist,
whilst admitting that Professor Germain See has greatly
contributed towards an improved system of therapeutics in
gastro-intestinal affections, stated at the last meeting of the ’,
Academy of Medicine that he could not attach the importance I
that his learned colleague does to the diminution or I
absence of hydrochloric acid of the gastric juice asa diagnostic
sign special to cancer of the stomach, as this sign has been
established in a great number of affections, amongst which
is dilatation of that organ. Moreover, the chemical study
of the gastric juice does not permit one to establish a rational
treatment if the other clinical phenomena are not taken
into consideration. As regards dyspepsia, which Professor z,
See considers as determined by a perturbation caused by the
chemical action of gastric digestion, Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz
refuses to look upon it as a morbid entity, as it is as much
A simple symptom as is vomiting. The physician should
therefore establish the clinical signs of each of the
affections of the stomach in the course of which dys-
pepsia may present itself, but it should be considered
absolutely as a secondary symptom. Professor See responded
by adhering to the gist of his communication, which was
-reported in THE LANCET of last week, and in which he
.admits only one dyspepsia-one, namely, that is exclusively
chemical&mdash;that is to say, due to the alteration of the gastric
juice. Outside this t here are only nervous and motor troubles.
As to the value of " anachlorhydry," it is constant in the case of
cancer of the stomach, but it is not exclusive, as it is found
in certain mucous dyspepsias, and particularly dyspepsias
arising from marasmus or from inanition. With regard to the
diminution of urea in the urine as a sign of cancer of the
.stomach, brought forward by Dr. Constantin Paul, Professor
v6e considers it of little value, as urea is diminished in
cancer as it is in all cases of inanition, and particularly in
that consecutive to diseases of the liver, as has been shown
by Professor Brouardel. Dr. Laborde, who took part in the
’debate, made the remark that in the physiological state the
stomach contains lactic acid, and not hydrochloric acid;
to which Professor S&eacute;e retorted that at the commencement
’of digestion lactic acid alone may be found in the stomach,
but from twenty-five to thirty minutes afterwards hydro-
choloric acid predominates, and this was the reason why
he recommended that the test should be practised from
forty-five to sixty minutes after the ingestion of food.

THE DURATION OF WHOOPING-COUG?.

It may be remembered, with reference to the instructions
of the Academy of Medicine on the isolation of patients
- suffering from infectious or contagious diseases, and which
were published in THE LANCET of Jan. 14th, no mention
was made of whooping-cough, and the paper was in con-
sequence returned to Dr. Ollivier, the reporter, for revision.
At the last meeting of the Academy Dr. Ollivier submitted
his report, which was the same as the previous one, except
that the omission referred to was rectified in the following
terms: "As the duration of whooping-cough is extremely
variable, pupils should not be authorised to return to their
schools until thirty days after the absolute disappearance of
the characteristic fits of coughing."

THE TOXICITY OF EXPIRED AIR.

In pursuing his researches relative to the toxicity oi
expired air referred to in my letter which was published in
THE LAXCET of December 10th, Professor Brown-S6quard
ascertained that a liquid obtained from the vapom
emanating from the respiratory tract was so toxic that E

dose of one milligramme inoculated into dogs determinec
the dilatation of the pupils, a notable diminution of tht

respiration, and a sort of paralysis of the extremities. After
a dose of twenty centigrammes the animal always succumbs
in the space of seven hours. The poison thus extracted is
an organic alkaloid, and not, as might have been supposed,
a microbe, or rather, a series of microbes. From these
curious researches, the following conclusions may be
deduced :-1. In confined air is found a volatile principle,
most"deadly in its effects, emanating from the lungs, and
much more dangerous than the carbonic acid which is also
met with in it. 2. Human breath, as well as that of animals,
thus contains a poison which is most powerful. It may be
added that Dr. Wurtz, son of the eminent chemist, has just
found an identical alkaloid in the blood of certain animals.

Paris, Jan. 31st.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

IN our impression of last week, at the hour of going
to press, we briefly noticed the proceedings at the long-
delayed but anxiously expected Comitia of the Fellows of
the Royal -College of Physicians, which met on Thursday,
Jan. 26th. The attendance of Fellows was exceptionally
large-perhaps more numerous than upon any previous .

occasion. Sir William Jenner, Bart., President of the
College, was in the chair. At the commencement of the
proceedings a letter from the Editors of THE LANCET was
read, requesting that their shorthand reporter might be
present during that part of the proceedings which it was
understood would deal with a question of unusual interest
to the profession at large. However, so far as we

can ascertain, this was not put to the meeting; con-

sequently it may be inferred that the request was objected
to. The matter of special interest to which we have above
alluded was a motion by the senior Censor, seconded by the
third Censor, to the following effect :-
"That it is undesirable that any Fellow, Member, or

Licentiate of the College should contribute articles on pro-
fessional subjects to journals professing to supply medical
knowledge to the general public, or should in any way
advertise himself or sanction his being advertised in such
journals."
We understand that the omission of the words "in such

journals" was moved as an amendment. As the President
was leaving the chair, a Fellow moved that the proceedings
of the Comitia should be considered by Fellows present as
secreta collegii, which, of course, effectually prevented any
lengthened or adequate report of the discussion appearing
in our last issue. The debate was eventually adjourned.
No date was at that time fixed for the resumption of the
discussion, but the Fellows were informed by circular next
day that the meeting would be continued on the 2nd inst.
On this evening, as on the previous occasion, the attend-
ance was exceptionally large, and after a prolonged debate
the Censors’ resolution was carried by a large majority.
This resolution was not seconded by the second Censor,
as is ordinarily the case on such occasions; but this we
can understand, as that gentleman has accepted a posi-
tion which his predecessor resigned after a correspondence
with the Censors’ Board. We know the explanation
which this gentleman offered and doubtless repeated at
the meeting-viz., that since that time the connexion be-
tween the association and the journal which was the im-
mediate cause of the action of the Censors had been
"severed," the journal now being said to be no longer the
organ of the Association. But, as we have already stated,
looking to the identity of the person who was prime
mover in the formation of the Association, chairman of its
executive committee, and proprietor and editor of the

journal, we cannot accept this explanation as at all satis-

factory. Again, the intimate connexion between the two-

Association and journal-was plainly indicated in the

report of the proceedings when the said physician
formally took over the presidential responsibility. We


